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possible results to be effected by instruction in mathematical
topics. But unfortunately, the tendency is to treat the
statement as indicating powers inherently residing in the
subject, whether they operate or not, and thus to give it a
rigid justification. If they do not operate, the blame is put
not on the subject as taught, but on the indifference and
recalcitrancy of pupils.

This attitude toward subjects is the obverse side of the
conception of experience or lif e as a patchwork of independent
interests which exist side by side and limit one another.
Students of politics are familiar with a check and balance
theory of the powers of government. There are supposed to
be independent separate functions, like the legislative, ex-
ecutive, judicial, administrative, and all goes well if each of
these checks all the others and thus creates an ideal balance.
There is a philosophy which might well be called the check
and balance theory of experience. Life presents a diversity
of interests. Left to themselves, they tend to encroach OD
one another. The ideal is to prescribe a special territory for
each till the whole ground of experience is covered, and then
see to it each remains within its own boundaries. Politics,
business, recreation, art, science, the learned professions,
polite intercourse, leisure, represent such interests. Each
of these ramifies into many branches: business into manual
occupations, executive positions, bookkeeping, railroading,
banking, agriculture, trade and commerce, etc., and so with
each of the others. An ideal education would then supply
the means of meeting these separate and pigeon-holed inter-
ests. And when we look at the schools, it is easy to get the
impression that they accept this view of the nature of adult
life, and set for themselves the task of meeting its demands.
Each interest is acknowledged as a kind of fixed institution
to which something in the course of study must correspond.
The course of study must then have some civics and history
politically and patriotically viewed: some utilitarian studies;